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rule had a large measure of support, and even
in Scotland and England there were many who
believed that women were unfitted to wield the
sceptre. It was, however, an entirely different
thing to claim that anyone who removed the
queen of England or the regent of Scotland would
be performing a meritorious act, and that the
assassin would be entitled to the support of all
godly citizens. Knox's First Blast is a very poor
and ill-considered denunciation, but to accuse
him of writing it purely from anger over his
personal difficulties is to forget that Knox never
quite separated in his mind his own grievances
from the wrongs done to his Master. In denounc-
ing women rulers, he believed himself to be
speaking with divine authority. A wrong done
to him was a wrong done to God, for was he not a
prophet of God?
The fiery pamphlet caused a sensation, and
was to lead to trouble for Knox later. It was
issued anonymously from Geneva, and Calvin
claimed that he was ignorant of its publication
until a year afterwards. He had " no suspicion
of the book," he wrote to England, when protest
was made, and when he did learn of its existence
he hesitated to take any action lest attention
should be drawn to it. It is difficult to believe,
however, that Calvin was quite as ignorant as he
pretended to be. *Like everything else, the
printing presses in Geneva were under his control,